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Round 2 of Japan Super Rally Series 2018
Round 5 of Japanese Rally Championship 2018
MONTRE 2018

International Class

Driver's Comments #3

LEG 1

20184%6H98 / June 9"

At TC9A (End of the Leg 1)

Weather:

Fine, 14°C

, 2018
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Yuya SUMIYAMA
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| am glad that | came back to the Service Park. Before
Omae-Suzaka (SS4) there was oil leakage from brake
system and the mechanics fixed it at the first service, but
that was the only trouble we faced so far. It (S2000) is
indeed a rare car in Japan, but it is somewhat similar to the
machine | drive overseas (Fabia R5), | have driven various
cars Carrosser owns, such as R2, R3 and inhouse—developed
Vitz, so it is not entirely new to me. This car is suitable for
high-speed stages, such as tarmac part of Omae-Suzaka,
with its light weight, but stages with successive tight corners
is challenging as this car is not equipped with turbo charger
thus torque is not rich in low-rev zone.

| will work hard to finish the rally tomorrow.
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Yasunori HAGIWARA
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There was no problem today. | have made a good tyre choice.
Many drivers chose soft shock-absorber and/or tarmac
tyres, but | have driven the car with this current combination
and it was comfortable for me. | will keep this pace, not being
greedy tomorrow.
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Koichi NOGARIYA During the latter half of the day, upper part of Minenohara
B B— (SS9) we had to drive through thick fog and it was dangerous
but we could safely finish the stage. Visibility was quite low,
and it was very risky. But | could come this far, and | want to
finish the rally tomorrow.
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Toshihiro INOMATA | could keep good rhythm in driving, throughout the day today.
Y HFE | somehow damaged centre piece of the exhaust pipe system,

but that was the only damage | caused today, and | could drive
in good pace. Just the same as previous year, second run of
the Minenohar stage (SS9) was covered with thick fog and |
could not see through, but as my co-driver kept reading the
pace note without causing lost, | could safely drive the stage
in a good pace — | could catch up with Mr. Takashino’s car
which started right before us. | will keep this pace, not being
too greedy, and finish the rally tomorrow.
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Kousuke TAKASHINO During initial part of the day, the car was not accelerating fast
=& Z1 enough and | felt somewhat strange, but our mechanics tried
various things and | am now feeling better — but the result
(time) was not improved, so | am still trying to find what is
wrong and how we can fix it.
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