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Round 3, FIA Asia Pacific Rally Championship 2019
Round 2, Japan Super Rally Series 2019

Round 5, Japanese Rally Championship 2019
Montre 2019

Asia Pacific Rally Championship / Japan Super Rally Series

Driver’'s Comments #3

LEG 2

June 9™ 2019

At TC

13A (Service D IN)

Weather: Cloudy and occasional light rain, 12°C

Car#t

Driver

Comments
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Mike YOUNG

We won all the three stages this morning and it is good,
though a couple of times the engine stalled and turned off in
one point of a stage. The rear wheel which was broken
yesterday was completely fixed and we can carry on as
normal. While we are going in good pace we had too many
penalties to win the rally. But we will push as hard as we can
to move up our position.
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Atsushi MASUMURA

Wet condition was also difficult. Some parts are wet, but
there are dry parts as well, and there are muddy parts as well.
So | could not push hard, and when | compare my result If Leg
1, I knew it is difficult to win the rally by my own driving skill
only, so | had to wait and see how others will do, while keeping
my own pace.
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Yasushi AOYAMA

| drove MATSUSHIRO rather carefully but | got flat tyre on the
front left. | could still keep going and finish the stage, but still
| lost some time and it was sad. Now my position depends on
others — | will go steadily and see how others will do.
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Shigeyuki KONISHI

It was tough. MATSUSHIRO R stage was not merely rocky but
also wet and very slippery, and it reminds me of the MOTU
stage of New Zealand. But | finished it anyway, and now |
know what the road surface look like so there should not be
anything to worry about as long as | go carefully. Now we
keep checking the gap with the others, not to be caught up
with. | would like to join the Rally Hokkaido so | will go
carefully, avoiding punctures.
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Yuki KOHAMA

Even in the reverse direction, MASUSHRO stage was still
dangerous and difficult one, and | needed to concentrate in
avoiding rocks. Omae Suzaka Gravel also had a big rock in the
middle of the road and | had to bring my car up on bank on the
side of the road to avoid it. So | could come back here without
damage, and my objective for the rest of the day is to finish
the rally and bring the data back.
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Suguru KAWANA

| am not pushing hard. Big rocks are here and there in the
stage and | am trying to avoid it. | think Mr. Kovalainen is
faster on tarmac, so | will try harder on gravel parts.
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Heikki KOVALAINEN

Not so good. The first stage was ok, but the next two stages
were so rough. | just feel | am destroying my car as there are
so many big rocks and | took easy on the last two stages. So
poor condition. Tarmac sections are nice — this is good, nice
corners, and no problem. But gravel sections and the previous
stages were not so good, it is not rally stages in my opinion —
it is rather like a motocross stage.

| will try to enjoy good stages, but on rough stages | will take
it easy, as | do not want to destroy my car.
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